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STARRED 

Donald Wolfit, Robert Bray and 
Jane Griffiths are the three who 
star in Allied Artists’ ‘“‘The Accurs- 
ed,’ a murder mystery which will 
open on at the 

. theatre. The picture was di- 
rected by Michael McCarthy from 
his own original story and screen- 
play. 


m the Files of the 


A ale Production. 
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Bray Cast As 
Army Major 


In Allied Artists’ “The Accursed,” 
murder mystery now on the screen 
at the theatre, Robert 
Bray is starred as an American 
Army Major serving with intelli- 
gence in England. 

His co-stars are Donald Wolfit 
and Jane Griffiths, among the top 
screen favorites in England and on 
the European continent. 

Others in the brilliant cast in- 
clude Anton Diffring, Carl Jaffe, 
Karel Stepanek, Oscar Quitak, 
Christopher Lee, Frederick Schiller, 
Rupert Davies, John Van Eyssen 
and Colin Croft. 

For the most part, the drama 
was filmed on a large estate on the 
outskirts of London, where actors 
were often photographed in the 
drawing room of a 22-room man- 
sion. 

Michael McCarthy not only di- 
rected the film for producer E. J. 
Fancey but also wrote the original 
story and the screenplay. 


BOOKED 


Allied Artists’ “The Accursed,” 
rocurder mystery starring Donald 
Wolfit, Robert Bray and Jane Grif- 
fiths, has been booked to open 
eee ape a at the theatre. 


THE STORY 
(Not For Publication) 


Each year since the end of the war, Colonel Price (Donald Woltit) 
has invited survivors of his Resistance Organization to his house 


in England to commemorate the death of their leader. 


On this 


occasion, the last to arrive are Vicky Toller (Jane Griffiths) and 


her father professor (Carl Jatfe). 


At dinner Colonel Price announces Gerhart, 


their leader and 


friend, was murdered by someone in the room. He tells them his 
agent, Theodore Dehmel, 


(Colin Croft) will arrive later and name 


the traitor. Dehmel arrives, but is murdered before he can identify 


Gerhart's killer. Meanwhile 
car has broken down and ask to 


two army officers arrive, say their 


use the telephone. Price consents, 


and as it transpires that they will have two hours to wait before 
any transport is available, reluctantly invites them to stay. 

Major Shane (Robert Bray) and Lt. Grant (John Van Eyssen), are 
members of Army Intelligence. From here on plot and counter plot 
weave their spell throughout the night, and death strikes again. By 
masterly deduction Major Shane eventually discloses the murderer, 
who never really had any reason to kil] as the man he betrayed 


was himself a traitor. 
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THE ACCURSED 


NO. 2 


Jane Griffiths is starred with Don- 
ald Wolfit and Robert Bray in 
Allied Artists’ sensational spy story 
“The Accursed,’ now at the .... 
theatre. 


CREDITS 


A Fantur Production; Produced 
by E. J. Fancey; Associate Pro- 
ducer, David Turner; Directed 
by Michael McCarthy; Original 
Story and Screenplay by Mich- 
ael McCarthy: “Prelude With- 
out A Name” and Incidental 
Music Written and Conducted 
by Jackie Brown; Solo Pianist, 
Dennis Wilson; Director of 
Photography, Bert Mason; Cam- 
era Operators, G. Massey Col- 
lier and Sidney Davies; As- 
sistant Camera Operator, Morty 
Tomblin; Photography  (loca- 
tion), Hal Morey and Alfred 
Burger: Camera Operator, Cyril 
Gray; Production Supervisor, 
O. E. Negus: Production Man- 
ager, John Workman. 


ere eee 


ay Michael McCarthy 


EASE 


‘THE ACCURSED' PACKED 
WITH THRILLS, SUSPENSE 


(Review) 


Allied Artists’ 


“The Accursed,” which opened before 
appreciative audiences yesterday at the 


the- 


atre, is a screenplay in which thrills and suspense have 
been shrewdly woven to result in brilliant entertainment. 
This story of murder and intrigue among survivors of 
oe a ee 


a World War II resistance organi- 
zation is the work of Michael Mc- 
Carthy who not alone proves him- 
self an excellent story-teller, but 
as the director of this murder 
mystery he earns much credit for a 
job well done. 

The scene of the story is Eng- 
land, largely in the manor house 
where the annual reunion of the 
survivors is held to commemorate 
the death of their leader. However, 
at this particular meeting their 
host tells his colleagues later in 
the evening he will display proof 
that their leader did not die a 
natural death but was murdered 
by one of their group and that he 
will identify that person before 
the session ends. 

The host is admirably portrayed 
by Donald Wolfit. Starring with 
him is the gorgeous Jane Griffiths, 
who lends much glamour to the 
production, and Robert Bray, cast 
as an American Army Intelligence 
officer. 

Not alone is there the one mur- 
der, that of the resistance organi- 
zation’s leaders with which to con- 
tend, but also a murder at the 
manor house. Plot and counter-plot 
weave their spell throughout the 
night, all to add to the rich ex- 
citement of the film. 

The picture, a Fantur produc- 


MYSTERY 


There is mystery galore in “The 
Accursed,” an Allied Artists’ re- 
lease now at the .......... the- 
atre. Donald Wolfit, Robert Bray 
and Jane Griffiths star in this 
murder mystery which involves 
survivors of a World War II re- 
sistance organization in England. 


tion, was produced by E. J. Fancey 
and David Turner was its asso- 
ciate producer. In the fine mount- 
ing of the McCarthy screenplay, 
they prove their fine abilities in 
the field of screen production. 


Credit for the principal photog- 
raphy and the music is given to 
Bert Mason and Jackie Brown, 
respectively. 


| TRAITOR OR HERO? 


NO. 1 


THE ACCURSED 


Anton Diffring is seen in a key role 
in Allied Artists’ “The Accursed,” 
an international spy drama, open- 


‘Hey Sar peepee Ren pes oes at the 
theatre. 
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STORY OF INTRI 


GUE FOUND 


IN "THE ACCURSED' 


(Advance) 
There is an exciting story of intrigue depicted in Allied 


Artists’ 
opens 


“The Accursed,”’ a 
at the 


Fantur production which 
theatre. 


With Donald Wolfit, Robert Bray and Jane Griffiths 
starred, it deals with the successful efforts of a one-time 
oe ____ ++ 


colonel to find the murderer 
of their Resistance Organization 
leader. 

The search is conducted in the 
colonel’s country home in England 
when surviving members of the 
organization gather for the annual 
commemoration of the _ leader’s 
death. 

The colonel is portrayed by Wol- 
fit, and Bray appears as an Ameri- 
can major who joins the group 
at the colonel’s invitation when he | 
stops at the house to seek aid after | 


his car has broken down. cgi 


The beauteous Miss Griffiths ap- 
pears as the daughter of her pro- 
fessor-father, portrayed by Carl 
Jaffe, who had served the resist- 
ance forces. | 

Others in this cast of brilliant | 
actors, many of them favorites in 
England and on the Continent, in- 
clude Anton Diffring, Oscar Quitak 
and John Van Eyssen. 


The film was directed by Michael 
McCarthy, who also wrote the 
original story and the screenplay 
upon which it was based. 


Bray Stars In 
New Picture 


Robert Bray, who has had top 
roles in many motion pictures, is 
one of the stars in Allied Artists’ 
“The Accursed,” now at the 
theatre. 

His co-stars, each particularly 
popular in England and on the} 
European continent, are Donald} 
Wolfit and Jane Griffiths. 

The murder mystery, involving 
survivors of a World War 11 re- 
sistance organization, unfolds in an 
English manor house in which the | 
survivors have met to commemo- 


| The story takes place in a British 


rate the death of their war-time 
leader. 


! theatre. 


One Girl Only 
In New Film 


Jane Griffiths, a favorite among 
movie-goers in England and on the 
European continent and now find- 
in an appreciative audience in 
America, is the only feminine 
player in “The Accursed.” 

This filmization of a Michael 
McCarthy murder mystery is an 
Allied Artists release now playing 
Btsbhe es masse theatre. 

Starring with Miss Griffiths are 
Robert Bray and Donald Wolfit. 


| OPERATION TERROR | 


manor house where survivors of a 
World War II resistance organiza- 
tion are gathered for an annual 
dinner at which the death of their 
war-time leader is commemorated. 

The film was directed by its 
author for Fantur Productions. E. 
J. Fancey was the producer of the 
picture, with David Turner as his 
associate. 


| 
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THE ACCURSED NO. 21 


VERSATILE 
Michael McCarthy wrote the 
original story and screenplay for Robert Bray, right, starred with Donald Wolfit and Jane Griffiths, is 
Allied Artists’ “The Accursed,” | Shown with Stefan Toller in a scene from Allied Artists’ “The Accursed,” 
murder mystery, and directed the | opening at the theatre. The film relates a 
film which now is at the dramatic story of the activities of an international group of spies 
determined to expose the traitor in their midst. 


From the Files of the World’s Most Fabulous SECRET SOCIETY: 
TODAY’S SENSATIONAL SPY-SHOCKER! 


The Man hunt to 
find ASSASSIN ‘X’, 
unseen, unknown 
except by the sign 
of his bloody dagger! 


= DONALD WOLFIT - ROBERT BRAY - JANE GRIFFITHS 


starring DONALD WOLFIT + ROBERT BRAY + JANE GRIFFITHS 
103 


Ad Mat No. 103 
| col. x 314" (49 Lines) 


A Fantur Production - Directed by Michael McCarthy 


Ad Mat No. 302 


3 cols. x 6" 
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in the undergr 


of the world’s 
most fabulous 


SECRET SOCIETY ! 


AN ALLIED ARTISTS RELEASE starring DONALD WOLFIT - ROBERT BRAY + JANE GRIFFITHS 


Ad Mat No. 30 
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302 


(252 Lines) 


TODAY’S SENSATIONAL 
SPY-SHOCKER! 


AN ALLIED ARTISTS RELEASE 


102 
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Ad Mat No. 102 


d (63 Lines) (eal. x 2" (28 Lines) 


ma 
JERROR! 


The Shock Report from 
AGENT ‘X’, today’s most 
fabulous spy! 
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starring 


DONALD WOLFIT 
JANE GRIFFITHS 
ROBERT BRAY 


ARTISTS 
RELEASE 


A Fantur Pracantian Directed by Michael McCarthy 
205 


Ad Mat No. 205 2 cols. x 6" {168 Lines) 


From the Files of the World’s Most Fabulous SECRET SOCIETY: 
TODAY’S SENSATIONAL SPY-SHOCKER ! 


The Man hunt to 
find ASSASSIN ‘X’, 
unseen, unknown 
except by the sign 
of his bloody dagger! 


AN ALLIED ARTISTS RELEASE 


errr? DONALD WOLFIT - ROBERT BRAY - JANE GRIFFITHS 


A Fantur Production - Directed by Michael McCarthy 


204 
Ad Mat No. 204 2 cols. x 4" (112 Lines) 


COMPOSITE 


TODAY’S SENSATIONAL 
ial che sti ciel: 


AN ALLIED ARTISTS RELEASE starring DONALD WOLFIT - ROBERT BRAY - JANE GRIFFITHS 


203 
Ad Mat No. 203 2 cols. x 3" (84 Lines) 


in the underground 
of the world’s 
most fabulous 
SECRET SOCIETY! Pry 
AN ALLIED ARTISTS RELEASE starsi S SBN AE NALEY: ROBERT BRAY + JANE GRIFFITHS 
201 
Ad Mat No. 201 2 cols. x I" (28 Lines) 


AN ALLIED ARTISTS RELEASE 
101 


Ad Mat No, 101 
Ecole: (14 Lines) 


AN ALLIED ARTISTS RELEASE starring DONALD WOLFIT - ROBERT BRAY « JANE GRIFFITHS 
202 


Ad Mat No, 202 2 cols. x 2" (56 Lines) 


MAT 


The Composite Mat Consists of Ad Numbers 101, 102, 103, 202, 205. 


Scene Numbers 1 and 21. Order "THE ACCURSED"™ SPECIAL MAT 
No. 1 from NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE. 


DONALD WOLFIT - ROBERT BRAY - JANE GRIFFITHS 


A Fantur Production ~ Directed by Michael McCarthy 


AM ALLIED ARTISTE RELEASE 


ONE SHEET 


38 Allied Artists Exchanges 


to Serve You 


Albany, N. Y. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Buffalo, New York 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Chicago, Illinois 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Dallas, Texas 

Denver, Colorado 

Des Moines, Iowa 
Detroit, Michigan 
Hamden, Conn. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Los Angeles, California 
Memphis, Tennessee 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Omaha, Nebraska 


Portland, Oregon 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Washington, D. C. 
Toronto, Ontario 
Montreal, Quebec 


St. John, N. B. 
Calgary, Alberta 
Vancouver, B. C. 


EXPLOITATION 


Top Secret Envelope 


An envelope, rubber stamped “TOP SEC- 
RET,” dropped one by one on the streets, 
restaurant tables, store counters, cocktail 
lounges, libraries, etc., is bound to be picked 
up by some curious person. The envelope 
should contain the following message: THE 
NAME OF THE BETRAYER WILL BE REVEAL- 
ED AT TONIGHT’S MEETING OF “OPERATION 
HORROR.” NO ONE IS SAFE UNTIL THIS 
MAN IS EXPOSED! 

COLONEL PRICE 


(See “The Accursed” at the Blank Theatre) 


Sell Surprise Ending 


Enhance the interest of “whodunit” fans by 
spotting a sign in your lobby and a clip on 
your screen along these lines: PLEASE DO 
NOT REVEAL THE IDENTITY OF “THE AC- 
CURSED” TO YOUR FRIENDS. The screen clip 
should be attached to your advance trailer and 
also on the end of the feature when you show it. 


Street Stencil 


Have your sign artist make up a stencil in 
the form of a dripping dagger, about 10 inches, 
with picture title and theatre name on the 
bottom. Obtain permission from the authorities 
to paint stencil, (using water color) on the 
sidewalks of your main streets, 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
New York, New York 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Salt Lake City, Utah 
San Francisco, California 
Seattle, Washington 


Winnipeg, Manitoba 


PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Lobby "Shocker" 


For a lobby that should attract attention, ob- 
tain the use of a store manikin, (male) and set 
it on a table, face up, with a stilleto planted in 
the chest exactly as pictured on the 22” x 28” 
poster. Copy on accompanying sign should 
read like this: A KNIFE IN THE BACK... 
TRADE MARK OF THE KILLER, AN ASSASSIN 
WHO SEALED THE LIPS OF ALL THOSE WHO 
COULD IDENTIFY HIM AS A TRAITOR! SEE 

“THE ACCURSED.” Add playdate. 


Suggested Copy For 
Live Radio Spots 


NOW IT CAN BE TOLD! ... THE STORY OF 
“THE ACCURSED” ... Stolen from the files of 
the world’s most fabulous secret society ... the 
sensational report on OPERATION TERROR... 
the manhunt to find an assassin, unknown, un- 
seen except for his trade mark .. . a blood- 
soaked dagger! SEE “THE ACCURSED.” 


THE ACCURSED! The sensational story of 
OPERATION TERROR .. . of the search by a 
group of international spies for the traitor in 
their midst ... whose trade mark was a gleam- 
ing piece of cold steel, steeped in crimson... 


See “THE ACCURSED!” 


The Full Line of 


POSTERS 
LOBBIES 


i4 auatlalde through 


NATIONAL SCREEN 
SERVICE EXCHANGES 


Also Available 
Set of Eight Full-Color 
11 x 14 Lobby Photos 


From the Files of. the World's 
Most Fabulous SECRET SOC 


in the Underground 
of the World's 
most fabulous 
SECRET SOCIETY! 


INSERT CARD 


/ 1958's SENSATIONAL 
SPY-SHOCKER! 


The Undercrsend Yan Rost 
te fad a8 RSME 
eho unseen 


escegt fy the sign et 
WS Bloody cages | 


22x 28 LOBBY CARD 


ALLIED ARTISTS PICTURES CORP. 
4376 Sunset Drive, Hollywood 27, California 
and 
1560 Broadway, New York 36, N. Y. 


Contest Ideas 


1—FAMOUS TRAITORS: Infamous betrayers of 
the past is an interesting subject for a Sunday 
feature story, an essay contest, or a radio or 
TV quiz show. The United States had its 
Benedict Arnold; Norway, its Vidkun Quis- 
ling; France, its Pierre Laval; England, its 
William Joyce, (“Lord Haw Haw”) all of 
whom suffered the death penalty. Get to- 
gether with those who will cooperate with 
you and conjure up a contest that will be of 
general interest and tie in with “The Ac- 
cursed.” 


2—FIND GUILTY ONE: Still No. 18-D, available 
at NSS, shows a meeting of the secret group. 
Plant the still in newspaper and have readers 
select the one in the photo they think is the 
traitor. Olfer guest tickets as prizes for the 
best so-many correct answers. (The guilty 
man is the one wearing the sweater, fifth 
from the right, counting clockwise around 
the table). 


3—DECODE MESSAGE: Mystery fans just love 
to decode top secret messages. Make up your 
own secret code in a short message of about 
15 words for use as a one shot newspaper 
contest, with ticket prizes as the bait. Sample 


message: A TRAITOR IS A MAN ACCURSED 
— SEE “THE ACCURSED” AT THE REX 


THEATRE. 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


